rolled For R ; rece 2004/03/06 


J SE ECRET/ SENSTT TV eee S0V eT ‘suPPO = ee 
_ PREPOSITIONED EQUIPMENT ° cn So gee ee 


1 


le ee rec rk ae ne aoe aie 
Approved For Release ‘2001/03/06 : eee ener 2 
| 


30 January 1974 


NEMO RAN DUM 


SUBSECE: Soviet support to Syria: Whe Question 
of Prepositioned Equipment 


de Since the October 1973 wax, there have joeen 
Dew Gus reports that equipment anteondecl for use ly 
Soviet forces has been prepositioned in Syria. We 
have studied these reports and have tried to verify 
theix claims. Gn the basis of this all-source 
review, we coneludea that bh Soviets have nok pre- 
positioned eauipment in Syxia fox their own use nor 
axe they new ain the process of doing so. We boalieve 
that mast of the Sovict arms including tanks, APCs; 


the tyidence 

2. There are a nunber of large concentrations 
Of vehicles at Al Quatayfah, about 15 nmlles northeast 
of Pamascus. Within these concentrations thera 
usually are some 400 tanks, 200 tank transporters, 
about 260 APCs, and over L,000 trucks. On occasion, 
the bruck count has been as high as 2,000, These 
concentrations have contributed to much of the 
speculation xegarding the possibility of prepositioned 
Soviet equipment. " 25X1B 


3 ft as our judgment that Ad Quatayfah is used 
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This memorandum was prepered in the Offtiee of 
Strategi@ Research. Quertes end comments may be 
addressed to extension CéEG, 25X1A 
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About 150 of the tanks appear to be salvaged equ per 
ment which is boing repaired or carmabiliged., 
Also, many of the tanks are obsolete 34s which 


arc no longer found.in Soviet combat unaits. 
' 


4. If the Soviets were to man the ground force i 
equipwent now at Al Quatay£ah, they would not have | 
enough to create a moneuver Fores wath any siqnificant, i 
combat capability. he number of tanks and armored | 
personnel carriers is about: equivalent to Only one 
Soviet tank division. The rest of the equipmant 
consists primarily of tcucks, Virtually all of the 
necessary combiat--support equipment would stild have 
to be delivered, 


} 
D9. For the Soviets to have a Major ground combat: 
Capability in Syria, many additional tank and motor. | 
ized wifle divisions would be requi.red-~probal ly two 
conDined arias armies consisting of about six tank . | 
and four motorized rifle divisions plus support =-and , 
. Considerable tactical air and aix defense « lements: 

to get all tliis equipment into Syria, the Soviets 
would have to mobilize and assemble more shipping than 
is nomnally available in the Black Sea. It would take 
at a minimum two to three months toa do this. 


Soviet Presence in Syria 


G. Since the Octobor war, the number of Soviet 
militaxy personnel in Syria has risen by several 
hundred to an estimated total of at least 2,000 men. 
these Soviets are involved in training Syrian pilots | 
and advising ground forces down to the battalion level, | 
Te only Soviet combat unit currently identified in | 
‘2yria is an SA-G regiment located near Damascus. The | 
unit accounts for about 500 of the Soviet persoonel 
in the country and consists of five firing batteries | 
of four transporter~erector launchers (TELs) each. | 
| 
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